
                                                            
 

RESULTS:  EDUCATION SURVEY OF 2008 MINNESOTA LEGISLATIVE CANDIDATES 
 
The three professional educational leadership associations, MASA, MASSP and MESPA joined in a partnership, to conduct a survey of Minnesota political candidates for the State Legislature 
and US Congress.  The questions in the survey correspond to our legislative platforms.  Those candidates who answered “Yes” to every question are designated as “highly rated education 
candidates” and are listed on the three websites of our respective associations.  Not all candidates responded to the survey.  The questions follow, along with the responses of the political 
candidates, as a resource for you and your staffs both before and after the November 4th election. 
 
Question #1 
Would you support raising enough state revenues to provide public schools a fair inflationary funding increase each year? 
 
Question #2 
Do you support public funding for all day, every-day kindergarten and early childhood programs? 
 
Question #3 
Do you support state-funded advanced training for school administrators? 
 
Question #4 
To meet the requirements of No Child Left Behind (NCLB), using an additional assessment metric, would you support the implementation of a growth model to measure achievement progress of 
individual students and schools? 
 
Question #5 
Do you support efforts to ensure that all school districts can participate in QComp? 
 
Question #6 
Would you be willing to address legislation that provides a fair pension benefit to licensed school employees who began employment after 1989? 
 
Listed below are the responses of candidates by their District number. 
 



 
If candidates answer YES to every question, 

MASA/MASSP/MESPA designates them as Highly Rated Education Candidates. 
          
House Candidates Candidates Response to Survey Questions Comments 
District Last Name First Name 1 2 3 4 5 6   

1B Lieder Bernie Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
2B Sailer Brita Yes Yes probably Yes Yes Yes 5.  I am not a big QComp supporter, but it must be offered fairly to all districts 
3A Anzelc Tom Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes   
3A Ott Marv Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
3A Hamm Bill Yes Yes No No ? No 1.  Tied to moves back to local control 
                  2.  Depends on curriculum and direction 
                  4.  End Federal control 
                  5.  Need more detail 
                  6.  Bargaining unit issue 

4A Persell John Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 2.  100% 
4B Bye Meg Yes Yes Yes Yes   Yes 5.  Depends upon involvement of teachers 
5A Rukavina Thomas Yes Yes No No No Yes 4.  I don't support NCLB - it should be abolished! 
5B Larson John Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
6B Murphy Mary Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 3.  If there is also state funding for training for all school employees 
7B Reinert Roger Yes Yes No Yes   Yes 5.  Not familiar with this issue 
8B Faust Tim Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
16 Fobbe Lisa Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   

10A Nornes Bub No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 1.  No tax increase - school funding is a priority and can come from current budget 
                  5.  I know many districts are cool to the idea (QComp) 

10B Murdock Mark Yes Yes Yes Yes  not sure Yes   
10B Nieminen Tim Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
11A Campbell Bruce Yes Yes Yes ? Yes Yes   
11B Otremba Mary Ellen Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
12A Ward John Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
13A Shuck Bruce Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
14A Jacobs Rob Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
15B Haws Larry Yes Yes Yes Yes ? Yes   
16A Kulick Jackson Gail Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 4.  But need more information 

                  5.  Voluntary 
16B Andrews Steve Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
17A Godfrey Jim Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 3.  Like staff development money 

                  5.  Only if steps and years can be maintained and performance be measured by more metrics 
17B Kalin Jeremy Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   



18A Angvall Eric Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 1.  Working toward this 
                  2.  Again not all in one year 
                  6.  But I will need more understanding as to what is meant 

18B Urdahl Dean Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
19B     Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
20B Koenen Lyle Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
21B Skillings Robert Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
22A McCarvel Mike Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
23A Morrow Terry Yes Yes Yes Yes ? Yes 1.  Please see my HF 4196, which included this 

                  2.  Please see my HF 4196, which included this 
                  5.  It depends.  First, we need funding reform.  Please see HF 4178/4196 
                       the formula (Gen. ed & Spec. ed) must be the priority 

24B Branstad John Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 2.  Absolutley - this is a much-needed investment! 
25A Siebsen Tim Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
25B Bly David Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes   
26A Kath Kory Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
27A Brown Robin Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
29A Jensen James Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
29B Norton Kim Yes Yes Yes Yes   Yes 3.  Budget dependent 

                  5.  All or none-prefer to put dollars on formula 
30A Liebling Tina Yes Yes   Yes No Yes   
31A Pelowski Gene Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
31B Tschumper Ken Yes Yes undecided Yes No undecided   
32A Baltech Grace Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
33A Thomley Nick Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
33B Kane Kim Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
34A Kreugar Marcia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
36A Lee Colin Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
38A Masin Sandra Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 4.  Several alternative ways of measuring student achievement need to be considered 

                  5.  I would like to qualify that so it is not only individual effort but respects team teaching efforts 
                  6.  Simply to make system fair and equitable 

45A Peterson Sandra Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
45B Carlson Lyndon Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
46B Hancock Allan Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
47B Hartman Melissa Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes  
48B Boho Andrew Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
49A Butler Ted Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
49B Newton Jerry Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
50A Laine Carolyn Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 2.  Voluntary! 



50B Knuth Kate Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
51B Tillberry Tom Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
52B Christopher Kate Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 6.  Not the Rule of 90 
55A Lillie Leon Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
55B Slawik Nora Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
57A Bigham Karla Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes  
57B VanVleet Rodney Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes   
59A Loeffler Diane Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   6.  If we can do so in a manner that doesn't jeopardize overall funding for all 
59A Montez Felix No No No No No No   
60B Martin Adam No No No No Yes Yes   
61B Hakeem Farheen Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes   
63 Kelasti Ken Yes Yes Yes Yes     5.  Need more information 
                  6.  I support fair pensions.  I need more information on cost and number of people it effects 

63B Slocum Linda Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 1.  And have voted to do this 
                  2.  And have voted to do this 
                  4.  I chief authored the value added growth Legislation 

US 
Senater Franken Al N/A N/A N/A Yes N/A N/A   

US 
House McCollum Betty N/A N/A N/A Yes N/A N/A   

 


